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proof of this Is that the brave and resourceful men of many nations tried it for two centuries, without success. Recently it seemed to many of us the time had come to adopt new methods, to make an effort to substitute modern science for brute force, the motor-driven balloon for the muscles of men and beasts stumbling along like savages in their heroic struggle to accomplish the almost impossible. All such effort is worthy; but not the least worthy, I think, is the one which tries to take a step forward from barbarism and make one science serve another.
Always keenly interested in all geographic exploration, and Arctic work in particular, about seventeen years ago I read again the story of a voyage toward the North Pole which had been made by the celebrated English traveler, Captain Parry, in 1827. He had reached North Spitzbergen with his sailing ships. Thence, in the summer season, with heavy ship's boats weighing a ton or more each, only ordinary sailors, and no special equipment, he had set out to sledge and pull the clumsy boats over the rough sea ice toward the Pole. Despite the handicap of heavy weights under which he had struggled, fair progress was made. Indeed, Captain Parry reached latitude 82:45 north, which stood as the record of man's northerly advance till Lockwood and Brainard of the Greely